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Good evening again Matthew. We want to talk to you now about the health of society which is an interesting topic. You might suppose that all of the chaotic change which is occurring around, in all aspects of life, would lead not to a healthier society at all but would simple cause societies as you know them today to fragment; to fall apart; to descend into chaos. 

Well, there will be an element of this fragmentation; there will be an enormous amount of pressure which comes to bear on the individual, and the way in which people respond to this will vary. There will be those individuals who for whatever reason – mainly those who are heavily invested in the status quo – will resist change. They will see it as unnecessary, unwanted, and unwelcome; they will do their utmost to ensure that this period of disruption is kept to a minimum and a return to ‘normal’ is assured.

However, there will be a large number of individuals who will, over time, begin to view things quite differently. They will begin to realise that much of that which filled their lives was pointless; much of the effort they put into accumulating and acquiring was of no real benefit to them

Societies in the developed world; the so called wealthy nations – the first world, will begin to understand; individuals within these groups will begin to understand that much of the isolation and frustration that they currently feel with their lives is due to the spurious nature of the forces which drive them forward to acquire more personal wealth; to acquire more belongings and achieve more and more in this highly competitive uncooperative fashion. 
Those who currently exist in the poorer nations, in the third world as it were; many of these have as yet not been able to truly partake in the bonanza of consumption and acquisition, and for this reason often these societies are better integrated and have a stronger sense of purpose; they have more inherent cohesion. A lot of this cohesiveness has drained away from wealthier nations and it is a cause of a lot of the incipient frustration felt by many

The forces which are now driving change will inadvertently affect the nature of the societies of the developed nations. A dramatic reduction in consumption and the focus on accumulation of personal wealth will culminate in societies being thrown back on to their own devices if you like. They will be required to become more resourceful and they will in a strange way start to rediscover their sense of purpose. 

The enormous under classes which have sprung up within the developed nations; these will gradually become re-integrated; they will appear to feel less of a sense of frustration and of isolation and will come back more and more into the mainstream of society. But individuals across the board will feel more involved and they will feel more that they have some sort of control over their future, over their destiny

This has been to date one of the more insidious features of the wealthy nations, and as the financial power and economic base of these nations disintegrates, so the individuals living in these societies will almost feel a weight is lifted from their shoulders. Make no mistake Matthew that there will be a number of individuals who will never re-adjust to these changes; but the vast majority will over time embrace the new shape of society. 

This will be one of the major benefits to be derived from de-globalisation if you like – a very awkward phrase. The re-emergence of a focus on things local. This is a subtle change but a very pervasive one. It will not be visible at this period in time as there is considerable confusion and distrust, but this over time will be replaced by a stronger bond between individuals; stronger sense of purpose and a true optimism about the future.
Obscured as this welcome change is at present, it will gradually emerge and in doing so it will of itself dismantle and remove a good many of the enormous social problems which exist in these countries today

This is obviously at this stage Matthew a very general perspective; this is an area we will re-visit many times and a theme we will develop as it will have enormous ramifications politically, socially and economically

We look forward to retuning to this topic soon. Good evening to you
