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Good morning, we’re going to talk to you about how the modern world will measure its success. Unfortunately in modern times, especially the developed western countries, measure their success in terms of GDP or economic growth: this is set to change. As a measure of the prosperity or wealth of a nation, in purely financial terms, in purely economic terms, this might seem quite appropriate, and many may wonder why this is the topic of a paper at all. 
Well it is a case of challenging the very terms of reference: By that we mean economic growth or manufacturing or consumption or any of these things that are really a very new phenomenon for you on earth. 

They have rapidly become established as the only serious way of measuring prosperity for nations. But in reality they are but two or three hundred year’s old, maybe slightly more. My point is that whilst the majority of educated and aware people in the world accept this premise; it is from our perspective, and when viewed from the perspective of the whole, quite spurious. 
If we were to say to you that the vast majority of economic activity was without any real purpose, and indeed some of it was completely pointless, many of your readers might throw their hands up in horror. How can you challenge the status quo? How can you challenge the system which seems to have made us so prosperous? Okay not everybody benefits from this manufacturing, consumption and trade bonanza, but so many do is it wise to approach it in this destructive way? 

Well take a step back and let’s view the world situation as it is at present. Everything which underpins the accepted western view of success is currently being thoroughly challenged; in many instances the institutions are not standing up to the close inspection which they are receiving. As we’ve mentioned in previous papers, the financial and economic shape of the vast majority of the developed world is now changing and changing fast

There will come a time, though not many of you may accept this, when economic growth; volumes of trade; gross domestic product, all of these measures which currently are seen as sacrosanct, will be relegated to a much lower level of importance; they will no longer be placed on that pedestal and viewed as the only way to measure success

Success is going to have to be measured differently because the way you live is going to change so drastically; why you live will become much more of a question; and what you can truly achieve whilst you’re here will no longer be solely focused on accumulation and acquisition of goods, money and wealth
It will not be well received by many but the fact is that modern man has been misled; has allowed himself to be quite blinkered; has allowed himself to take on board a belief system – a very narrow belief system – which focuses on the economy; wealth creation and levels of wealth in general, as being pretty much the sole measure of health.

But if you look outside this narrow measure do you see nations in a healthy state? Does a high level of economic growth or GDP actually produce a healthy nation; is it conducive to a healthy nation? Does it serve or address the needs of the population? 
Of course in some respects it does, but in many it causes enormous problems and you only have to look at the state of so-called developed, sophisticated, western nations around the world today to realise that economic growth does not solve all your ills – quite the opposite. Many of these ills seem to be exacerbated, especially now, by the excesses and extremes of the system

So things are set to change in all areas of life, particularly in the area of employment, which is so heavily focused now on producing more stuff, more things and more items for consumption. This will change radically: this whole focus will change. Unfortunately one of the necessary side-effects will be major unemployment. Something which we will expand on in other documents

But we’d like to round things off here by saying the perspective, the outlook; the view which mankind takes of success currently is far too narrow; it doesn’t encompass any of the important things in life. It’s perpetuated by a belief system which is altogether far too narrow. All of these things have been challenged: all for very good reasons
