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Good morning Matthew, 
Yes we’re here to talk about shortages; to talk about the impact of the oil shocks , the upheavals, on ordinary day to day life, and how there is going to be an increasing amount of disruption and difficulty gaining access to ordinary day to day items
So, take a step back, we remember when the Honda factory in the south of England shutdown production for a few days, because of shortages due to the disruption of trade by covid. This caught your attention

It’s a very good example really because it demonstrates the fragility of the supply lines for modern manufacturing. Many large manufacturers employ procedures such as ‘just in time’ which mean that they can minimise their inventory and reduce costs and so on. This has been a management technique for many decades now; it’s nothing new and probably came in during the 1980s
However it means that in order for a manufactured item, say an automobile, to be finished promptly and to leave the production line, every component coming to the factory has to be there at just the right time. For various reasons this wasn’t happening at the car factory in your country, and so they sent the workers home for a few days
This is going to be widespread. The situation globally today is such that although many manufacturers have attempted to source a good proportion of components and parts locally, there is still a significant number that come from overseas; obviously China is a major supplier to many manufacturers

This will mean that once the supply, the distribution, is affected by the impact of the upheavals on the availability and price of fuel; supply will then become erratic. This will have knock-on effects right across the board

You only have to think of the availability of parts for service and maintenance of all sorts of structures and manufactured goods, which will be seriously impacted. It will then become more and more difficult to guarantee secure supplies. So this is what we mean by shortage. And it will occur all across the globe and across all types of manufactured goods both large and small

We’re not going to even touch on the area for example of food and farming. This is for another document on another day. But we’ll leave you with the thought that the vast majority of intensive farming which goes on around the world, is highly dependent upon easy access to sensibly priced fossil fuel

Let’s talk again later
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